
31 October 2013, Nairobi  –In a bid to continue guiding decision-making using life-saving food security information on Somalia, the 
European Commission (EC) has boosted the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) with € 4-million funding. Sweden has also 
recently contributed approximately US$ 2million to FAO for the same purpose. Since 1994, FAO’s Food Security and Nutrition Analysis 
Unit for Somalia (FSNAU) has gathered, analyzed and disseminated life-saving information on food security and nutrition from Somalia. 
In the wake of the collapse of the Somalia state and the ensuing food insecurity, FSNAU has, for nearly two decades, provided project 
implementers, decision makers, and researchers with critical information on food, nutrition, and livelihood security.

FSNAU’s work, with its technical partner FEWSNET, proved 
indispensible during the 2011 famine in Somalia that killed 
tens of thousands of people in parts of southern Somalia. 
The European Union, a leading financier of FSNAU’s work, 
has now funded the unit with € 4 million to help FSNAU for 
the implementation of Phase VII (2013-2017), with a main 
focus on building capacity of Somali institutions to gather and 
analyze food security data.

“Better ability to capture, distill and share  information on 
food security, nutrition and livelihoods is the answer to more 
effective  decision-making  for life-saving  disaster response 
and resilience building in Somalia and the EC’s support will 
contribute to this end,” said Luca Alinovi, FAO’s head in 
Somalia.

Sustained Support

In the earlier phases, EC’s support to FSNAU represented 100 
percent of the unit’s budget until the Unit started to successfully diversify its funding sources. Since 2006, EC has also deployed a technical 
expert from its Joint Research Center (JRC) to work closely with and provide technical support to FSNAU in the area of climate/weather 
analysis. Today, EC’s support represents 25 percent of the FSNAU budget, which is multi-donor funded. As in a related development the 
Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) has also contributed 13 million Swedish Kroner or approximately US$ 2 million to 
FSNAU’s seventh phase. SIDA has previously provided US$ 6 million (26 % of the total project budget) during Phase VI, 2009-2013.

“The support from EC and Sweden will enable us to continue our work in building the capacity of Somali government institutions, provide 
actionable and timely information and analyses on food security, nutrition and livelihoods and conduct applied research,” said Daniel 
Molla, FSNAU’s Chief Technical Advisor.

Pioneering Tools

The Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) model was originally developed in Somalia under the FAO Food Security and Nutrition Analysis 
Unit (FSNAU) in 2004. This successful experience led to the development of a standardized IPC approach that is now being used in several 
countries and continues to be refined and improved based on experiences in applying it at the regional and country level. It is by applying 
the IPC model that famine was declared in Somalia in 2011. FSNAU has also developed the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis System 
(FSNAS), which integrates both the conceptual and operational frameworks that the unit utilizes for analyzing food security and nutrition 
information through a livelihoods-based analysis.

The Team and Reach

FSNAU has a 70-person strong team comprised of food security analysts, nutritionists and livelihood experts, nearly half of which are field 
based in and work across Somalia. The field teams brave danger everyday risking their lives to bring crucial information from some of 
Somalia’s inaccessible regions. FSNAU’s information is vetted by several partners in Somalia before dissemination to key decision-makers 
and users.
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